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sitnluminfiniennwofen (deontolo-
gism), sevszleydiiien (utilitarianism)
uazaawalnes (Middle Way, suffici-
entism)

snenwsien Junalnd aus uay
ysIMMEUleNTnaefideIngnane
Wndsdszniuaimdosun Feilans
AnRansLazs 1w IAULEN D AUATEY
Ueyalf ANNEASIINABNYATUATIUNTE
NTFIBINTZISY Anedn Taeraaew
wadldudfusifioiien Somnyuelingg
Uszmuuinszay g3emnwanany (Hamash)
Temsasemuwunnesddany i wizenig
Tansedszmuunlaigs wizoaanzwle
NIUTEMULAM A YTNN A

snedseloriden diuwdy, Jaua
TnUfTRRenmane i Wusziu
fefidneieudiosnnuazAgaslaldiag
lasgfseldusinunaminansldnnig
wolagnn Fndunueenatszlorinin
Touazdnnmlduvazazainige mnld
nailiiadindaigafennfiazdnduld
NlalgAsrn WAasansalianugusnn
fgaunaudtmusnniigaud azianazls
Audn Erwrinlaflugn udadeq ugals
FOUDITNALE DY

FENDLNEILAZRIMIEATENEY
Huenufnrsnafianniia, 1aad,
LazUSrgnueaTEgianaiies Tofu
MENANANUTIYIV8UATFAINDLNEY
Aaguldannszmrdifaveslunnis
Smad 9 i “azUnaseunuAulae
5338 OulIznaumenATIIN ATADIIN
A3E5TIN ARDITH WAT DITUDTIN WA
NEIUWAUBEINANNAUAIENITOUTHU N
i Aopuanlinnauwiulainaudaiy
gourienAndnITIoINuLe Aa ax
Frymanotlygrfisulasenniuazeenn

WHeaazgNaauliunANNaTendais

NHEFIgn

gRpTINANNVINBTDILEIE AL D

Lo Fananiiana1afienny
8334 (dikaiosyne) Tunitede Nich-
omachean Ethics 1 2 Auvidng Ap
mnanefinmsmnassyaraiiduamsTax
ddnyfiga Anliyananite g danuga
AudR TN vEneinw
gpIngnuaeivinlianogTInAwoe19d
ANNFY NOVANEAINAIZABIAAENIF
AU 3 Uavmane 1. anumly (generality)
ngnangazdendudonnuainadldls
nunatdesnnanludagiuuazeuian
2. ANNLENDMA (equity) HUaUI1ENT3
Uszgnaldnunnanludianoesananii

nulagliinssnuiusndsgaanngraie



WAZINWINVNELDIAE 3. NIRTIlNT
(fallibility) Lﬁ@@ﬁ]ﬁﬂhﬂﬁ‘;aaﬂﬂgwmsll,l,@i
azA39 faanngranedanusauaaulng
o W | v PRI | % & v
e Te1agnidniieItesniraale
winguanedaoonlduaafsndusoold
fiswamsauagunnnatiiid wllld
a & [=3 I a | I @) 1
fazuuniazldiFoniinguang usduua
IaMvinea (decree) AIBUIIAIIAAIN
Wi (N3, epieikeia, &g, epicheia) 77
8YINNIFIBDENININYINTAR TN N8
fxInrila assfinaneiduynsensag
ANNEATITNANNNYANIENA D98 DNTY
% 1o ¥ =3
wzonldsulldias npuanefiaznais
Hniednedaaiennnegfsssnludnu
a1l aAnly waildwawiann
nazidalonialddanuandasluniald
ngvinneadllauaainlln
LoAIEMINDA AR NANHIY
1997 TounafianilssasannugfoIsnes
noviang usagluszAugInindInduuas
fnazlinadandinuswduidnainy

a 1

gRTITNANNNYNNIEDE1NATIATA NE1I
TATANHNTIRGRILAULAIATNA1997N
'ﬁ'mﬁuﬂ 21DIAINNYFTIIN we L a1
gANNIINEADAIINEADITNGANNIION
Tnaufuiodonlanndefiiedaeiund
fazdpfusninnsoanadeidiu dduns
WANIWFATUAIINEATITHANNY VN
Tnenaldate g Taiaulatorufianson

AIANADIDIANHYINNUNITINAII TN

ANUYRASSSY 47

Anaziinanuifningrangninding
artuaangIsdeumluderiaui ey
W FRDaumIniayafiavazfntuln
awranat19n a0 gaLIaz N e
pananansmuzIlUasdennasanln
YUz IINgTENE ANl Finanamn
fivhiuidunsevresianssndingrane
arlamuas Ansmumanifidwilamde
Waatandanldldnguaneanduat
gRIITN To1fi99398u fidnoguan
nveulaiufiason wideUfualuuds
TunsauvessoumIsifiivualiaes
AnanglangraneusiIannldefosan
Mo udunazin 1. ngnaluaseu-
aguldfvaniunisofianiznisolvinla
¥Endmevlignlandwiainiligniiau
2./4ANIAARULIUBNAINNBLASTINGA 9
dafanadansaensnasenuiudimaneg
yosmslingnanesuil asofaiugeen
nrAen Nl iz A dnaanIaInng
‘ﬁlﬁlﬂLLmz\i”aNiu%imuwwﬂfﬁumﬁ&fw61
Muangafiaznszluldddiunnnszng
zi3anTavlnANIauAaUYaIT RN
N A uInIaUiivawalnuilasd
Fuaznelianvsziumsnaulagdalus
Trlasaainanuianaiale
daduduiissfoteanlianui
N dFUAATOUTAEINITDENLINAIN
AEFIMINAITNBIVDIN) NN LALAE DT
Milhnanenioauslafiliaiines



48 sasuassssuuIiend atuil 2 wouniay - Awmnay 2018/2561

NuFsazlaanngfssanendvianeves
N1708NNHRNIY AT W 0L
unaIInaulnaagsEnieTEnIinesaum
NYVHIENUAINNEFTTINIAETDALNTN
ANuEanen (flexibility) n3oANNIANAN
USUN (context-sensitivity) tRaNSoNT 8
TWnsdnduiiadngfsssn aydlaqn
UNUINTBIAM NI NAENAADLANLAN
(rectification) ﬂgwmmﬁ'aﬁwdamm
ANMHNINTUADIRAMNANIBNIIATHA
Uh (9 Nicomachean Ethics 1137026527
kae The Art of Rhetoric 1374a27-8)
dosnfiFliuse AL SSammiia
snaneluud il arud A
Fen deinruaeiniuduerls unain
Inu uazldlaualvu F9dgi@wanivaan

TrnnuneialingrinedanngfsTsu

] |
a1 )

NunsaiamaligiaNAurnaeldla

AIMNEADTITNAINNYUNIBULUUTA LT
(retributive or corrective or vindica-
tive justice)
dlaglarnAansmlafilsziuay
WWemeundeaniduwninuil (negative
desert) {n3ludian nonanefining
TeauTRgiudosralfauninaznun
2RVl ﬁaxﬁuﬁmmuﬁlammmwm
waziaszandeganiladale woadu

LWEIND199 N TATIANTIRANTANE

ANNEASITHLULNAANS (consequen-
tial justice)
WnaenuLuuTaldudaaingls
gRTITNND LWTEMINATIUIUADsralY
aynidesldiuniIneuauey (contri-
bution) AreluvinueadeInu Ay
(positive desert) Tufign19Ujziu de
doflaldnszinAansmnlafiduaoun
Faaw Mduenygideandasmauin
eIz fastiuacligfisn {an
Uil A. von Hirsch usifigninnanilén
Jugannisoiinlianldonassyinla
fuilatenneanawfsusaniundn
anngfsIsniieziiuaiddulanii e
FUIEAUNANNT “ATER Yindalddh
Franifuaiolulanmein’ Nedlnaedudu
1A N HATIGIgATDIAI AU A
ansInnneg IR NR AR ATUANTE

pENIENYIDILUD 100 %

ANNERAsTINLULNTanla (convention-
al justice)

arnAag winulduangaluun
gunu1 Republic vautwalny lae
Polemarchus te4aANNAATANNEADITH
Husaeduinsianzding femTin
Il iwanzerlirzgfosandmivuas
Spoudluadaiuifonddinlnnaos
g1end Uszs5dlae agnelads
gAsTTndesudeuldideglumunfve



FNLOLEUE wdnawILIuaNNARI89aNs
Tafandonalnidainisazingoie
LauaARaIRnINANNeAsTINAD DUl
pnnluaAiTuaTlulanuiinluaf {an
wunnEonlaguiinesnd Michael Walzer
(1983): Spheres of Justice, A Defence
of Pluralism and Equality, London:
Blackwell #inan231 “liaasidszananla
dadniezlsffusleniluguminn
I I e wilnfindaulaniu
gonTulugnouwratnn liisdadanln
Uszmanduanvdonnn udislaasly
uaasUIzraNANAaINNalNTaILA A
§9mx” @9 Brian Barry 33130091 “mude
WAk aIR g Afeanladnaan
witdlnnfianasiulddwensurineslss
STUFIANTDIAU 399 LHINAWALRE
fremndsenazvisnnimilsagunile”
(7 Routledge Encyclopedia of Philoso-
phy, vol.3, p.142)

a o @ v A
ﬂ?ﬁNﬂqﬁlﬁiiNLLUUﬂﬁuﬂiuwuﬁﬂ (deon-
tological or teleological justice)

ANNEASTINLULIT DIy nn

UnyngandInd1iniFeninnlnoITna
Wunaszdandoniindesinezluae
Aavlivinezls snnnsEeniislendlls

v
1 S

ANNLANANDENANTLIIINANNE TN A

a

| o a

FITLTD AT AAwnwdaN1anlrw

ANUYASSSY 4 Q

Hiaalatmununrosandalnide
nam ¥ “nprsnefigndasidengrans
feanw1anTanr 19ldeg 19810
Wasnwdatldldnaaana mmznszd
naduvoiiavasnguaie Wugszna
Wl dunguane wasidulveaule”
(9 Routledge Encyclopedia of Philoso-
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7 (9 D. Gauthier, 1986:
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Starting on the Ground Floor
The Dialogues of Michael Sandel

Rev. Patrick A Connaughton.. /

Writers on moral philosophy,
especially those who belong the
virtue ethics’ school, often point to
1958 as a very important year. It was
then that English philosopher Elizabeth
Anscombe published an article with the
titte Modern Moral Philosophy in the
journal Philosophy. Here she analyzed
the reason for its decline and indicated
a road for recovery. Her writing had
an influence on a philosopher who laid

down a later milestone, Alasdair

Macintyre. His After Virtue' is generally
regarded as one of the most significant
books on ethics of the past 50 years.
It sold over one hundred thousand
copies; extraordinary sales for a fairly
dense philosophy book. ‘Newsweek
magazine called it “a stunning new
study of ethics by one of the foremost
moral philosophers in the English-
speaking world.” MaclIntyre published
an equally significant work Whose
Justice? Which Rationality? in 1988.%

" Alasdair Maclintyre. After Virtue. University of Notre Dame 1981

? Alasdair Maclntyre. Whose Justice, Which Rationality? University of Notre Dame 1988.

/ Rev. Patrick A Connaughton, SCC. Lectures in Saengtham College.

(Lisgsnwern)



Here he more or less suggests to
those who had not read either book

should just read the later one.

In Whose Justice? Which Ratio-
nality He gets to the point on the first
page where he writes;

Begin by considering the
intimidating range of questions
about what justice requires and
permits, to which alternative and
incompatible answers are offered
by contending individuals and
groups within contemporary
societies. Does justice permit
gross inequality of income and
ownership? Does justice require
compensatory action to remedy
inequalities which are the result
of past injustice even if those
who pay the costs of such com-
pensation had no part in that
injustice? Does justice permit or
require the imposition of the
death penalty and, if so, for what
offences? Is it just to permit
legalized abortion? When is it
just to go to war? The list of such

questions is a long one.

Justice: Starting on the Ground Floor
The Dialogues of Michael Sandel /]

Finding solutions to these

conflicts is not just a matter of giving
better information to the parties in
disagreement. The cause does not lie

there. Maclntyre explains:

Attention to the reasons which
are adduced for offering different
and rival answers to such ques-
tions makes it clear that underly-
ing this wide diversity of judg-
ment upon particular types of
issue are a set of conflicting
conceptions of justice, concep-
tions which are strikingly at odds
with one another in a number of
ways. Some conceptions of
justice make the concept of
desert central, while others deny
it any relevance at all. Some con-
ceptions appeal to inalienable
human rights, others to some
notion of social contract and

others again to a standard of

utility.

The disagreement about the

answers to the kind of moral questions
asked above are directly related to the

answer one gives to the question
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raised many centuries ago by people
like Socrates, Aristotle and Aquinas -
What is the good life? Maclntyre, like
Anscombe, has profound insights on
guestions like that but he is not
always easy to read, especially if
English is not the first language of the
reader. In an age when not too many
people get involved in philosophical
questions at a deeper level one might
ask if there is any effective way to get
people, especially young people, to
return to the question of the ancient
philosophers.

One man who appears to have
a found a way is Michael Sandel who
has been a professor of philosophy
in Harvard University for almost 40
years; a man who has been influenced
by Maclntyre. In one of his interviews
he stated what his goal in life is: “I've
always wanted to connect philosophy
to the world, to use philosophy as a
way of illuminating and making sense
of the debates and dilemmas we
confront — in politics and in our every-

day lives.” This is an echo of Ludwig

Wittgenstein’s ‘What is the use of
philosophy if all it does is enable you
to talk .. about some abstruse ques-
tions of logic etc., and it does not
improve your thinking about the
important questions of everyday life?
In this short articles article | am
presuming that many readers of
Saengtham Journal are probably
familiar with the writings of Sandel
since some of his books are now
available in Thai translations. If,
however, people don’t know him these
few lines may encourage them to
investigate a bit more.

Sandel is the author of several
books, the latest Encountering China
has just been published.® He has
written many other well-received books
such as What Money Can’t Buy: The
Moral Limits of Markets. Public Philoso-
phy: Essays on Morality in Politics.
Liberalism and the Limits of Justice
and others. His best-known book by
far is Justice: What is the Right Thing
to Do?* Within the first four years of its

publication 1.5 million copies were sold

¢ Michael Sandel and Paul J. D’Ambrosio. Michael Sandel and Chinese Philosophy. Harvard University Press

* Penguin; 1st Edition. edition (2009’



and it was translated into 15 languages.
The Japanese translation sold half a
million copies in a year. Sales in
Chinese language were also high.
This volume of interest would appear
to support Sandel’s statement that
there is: “a tremendous hunger around
the world to engage in reasoned
public debate about moral and spiritual
questions.”

In Justice: What is the Right
Thing do Do? he gets down to
business on the first page with an
example which clearly shows the
competing ‘value systems’ that
Maclintyre talks about in the passage
already quoted. Sandel starts with a
concrete example, the aftermath of
Hurricane Charley which did enormous
damage to Florida in the USA in 2004.
Many people were left in desperate
need. In the worst hit areas a $250
dollar electric generator was now on
sale for $2,000. Hotel rooms that
normally cost $40 now went up to
$160. Even the $2 dollar bag of ice
went up to $10. Homeowners were
asked to pay ten times the normal

price to have fallen trees removed from
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their houses. The national newspaper
USA Today ran the heading After
Storm Come the Vultures. The attorney
general of Florida said he was astounded
by the level of greed in evidence. Many
people in Florida agreed with him.

But there were some who saw
things differently. A free-market econo-
mist, Thomas Sowell defended the
price rises in the Tampa Tribune
(a Florida newspaper). He insisted that
people had just become used to the
lower prices, but there was nothing
sacred about these prices. The
following paragraph sums up his view:

Higher prices for ice, bottled
water, roof repairs, generators,
and motel rooms have the
advantage Sowell argued, of
limiting the use of such things by
consumers and increasing incen-
tives for suppliers in far-off places
to provide the goods and services
most needed in the hurricane’s
aftermath. If ice fetches ten dollars

a bag when Floridians are facing

power outages in August heat,

ice manufacturers will find it

worth their while to produce and
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ship more of it. There is nothing
unjust about these prices he
explained; they simply reflect the
value that buyers and sellers
choose to place on the things

they exchange.’

Here Sandel confronts the
anger of the hurricane victims with
the rationalization of the free-market
economist. This is a very concrete case
where everyone can have a say; no
abstract speculation. His lectures
usually begin with case histories like
this and then the floor. The key to
Sandel’s success is that he is also
a skilled facilitator and communica-
tor who can guide the discussion in
such a way that underlying presump-
tions and value systems become clear.
Over the years he has taken his ethics
courses on tour. Readers might be
interested to watch how he communi-
cated recently (2018) with an audi-

ence in Australia.® He opened the

° Quotes by Sandel in Justice. p 2
® https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msGcROOcieE

" https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMRYMaCPhg8

debate with one of the big issues of
the day, migrants. He presents the
case of a small wealthy town in
Switzerland that opted to pay a very
large fine rather than accept ten
Syrian refugees. There is an older
YouTube video where he dialogues
with his young audiences in
China, a country where US style
capitalism is now embraced with
enthusiasm although always with the
official qualifier that it is ‘with Chinese
characteristics.”” In one of his lectures
he takes up a burning issue - train
tickets. On big holidays, such as the
early days of October, up to 700
million people are on the move in
China; many of these travel by train.
What is referred to as scalping was
common. Some individuals would buy
as many tickets as possible long
before the travel date and then re-sell
them at exorbitant prices to would-be
travellers. ‘What’ he asks a packed

auditorium in Peking ‘do you think



about this”?” Most thought poorly of it,
but the scalpers were also defended
as people with a good nose for
business. It is a perfectly natural and
good thing to make money when an
opportunity presents itself, some
students thought. The pros and cons
are teased out and the underlying
values are exposed. (Note: in recent
years in China tickets must be bought
with an ID and this must be produced
by the traveller when taking the train).
In his longer courses like those
given at Harvard® Sandel goes through
the main ethical systems in dialogue
form — Virtue ethics of Aristotle; Kan-
tian duty; Utilitarianism etc. using a
similar dialogue system. In his book
Public Philosophy he outlines the broad
backdrop to moral discourse today;
much of what he says is relevant to
Thailand. The field can be divided
roughly into two groups. On one side
are the communtarians who underline
the preeminence of the common good

when decisions are to be taken that

Justice: Starting on the Ground Floor

75

The Dialogues of Michael Sandel

affect the lives of citizens. On the
other had are the liberals for whom
individual rights are the most important
thing. He writes:

Liberals often argue that a
politics of the common good,
drawing as it must on particular
loyalties, obligations and tradi-
tions, opens the way to prejudice
and intolerance. The modern
nation-state is not the Athenian
polis, they point out; the scale
and diversity of modern life have
rendered the Aristotelian political
ethic nostalgic at best and
dangerous at worst. Any attempt
to govern by a vision of the good
is likely to lead to a slippery
slope of totalitarian temptations.

Comunitarians reply, rightly
in my view, that intolerance
flourishes most where forms of
life are dislocated, roots unset-
tled, traditions undone. In our
day, the totalitarian impulse has

sprung up less from convictions

8 For example see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBdfcR-8hEY
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of confidently situated selves
than from the confusions of
atomized, dislocated, frustrated
selves, at sea in a world where
common meanings have lost
their force. As Hannah Arendt
has written, “What makes mass
society so difficult t to bear is not
the number of people involved,
or at least not primarily, but the
fact that the world between them
has lost its power to gather them
together, to relate and separate
them.” Insofar as our public life
has withered, our sense of com-
mon involvement diminished, we
lie vulnerable to the mass politics
of totalitarian solutions. So
responds the party of the com-
mon good to the party of rights.
If the part of the common good
is right, our most pressing moral

and political project is to revitalize

? P 154-55 Public Philosophy Harvard University Press. 2006

those civic republican possibilities
implicit in our tradition but fading

in our time.’

In general, most commentators
recognize Sandel’s skill as a facilitator
of intelligent dialogue. As might be
expected some liberal authors have
undertaken to show that his method
and conclusions are either unworkable
or mistaken.'® There are others who
think that the final product of these
dialogues remains too much at the
surface level.'" This, they say, results
from the limited ability of his interlocu-
tors to dig a bit deeper into the issues.
The point some of these writers are
making is that Sandel’s books or
lectures alone would not be sufficient,
for example, for a course on moral
philosophy aimed at Christian partici-

pants.

' Wes Alwan. The Incoherence of Michael Sandel’'s Critique of Liberalism. 2015. Amazon publications

" See for example Thomas Massaro in America magazine 21 December 2009 or https://www.americamagazine.org/

issue/720/television/whatjustice



If some of these comments are
valid they do not take away from the
fact that the courses still have great
value. Sandel probably would not be
offended by such comments either.
In a world where it is so necessary to
develop the capacity for critical thinking,
and promote some basic reflection in
the area of ethics he offers a way to
begin. His aim is to get the discussion
started again and to familiarize his
hearers with the ways philosophers
have tried or are trying to answer the

basic questions. He does that extremely

well.

Justice: Starting on the Ground Floor
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E;l:ﬁﬂ% Arnd kuppers & Peter Schallenberg, a Foreword by Pope Francis
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Asian Trading Corporation Bengaluru, India
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DOCAT

Social doctrine of the Catholic Church

DOCAT is an excellent source of information on social justice for young people,
helping them to get to know and live the social doctrine of the Church. He is the
great practical successor to YOUCAT, the very popular youth catechism based on

the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
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